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STATEMENT FROM MAYOR EMANUEL ON FILING A PETITION FOR WRIT OF 
MANDAMUS TO RESOLVE THE FRIENDS OF THE PARKS LAWSUIT 

 
"The Lucas Museum is an incredible gift that would create enormous economic and 
cultural opportunities for our residents, which is why cultural, business, labor, community 
and faith leaders all agree that the museum and the jobs it would create should stay here in 
Chicago. After having productive conversations with Friends of the Parks, and after the 
organization agreed to stay its lawsuit, their abrupt and complete change of position has 
proven that they cannot be trusted, and we will not allow them to hold this project hostage 
any longer. As Mellody Hobson's recent comments indicate, Chicago will lose the museum 
and its tremendous economic benefits if this lawsuit is not resolved. 
  
"Today, we are filing with the federal appellate court a petition for writ of mandamus, 
which requests that the appellate court direct the district court to dismiss the 
lawsuit. Friends of the Parks’ claims for federal relief are frivolous, and we can no longer 
wait for the completion of legal proceedings to correct these legal errors on appeal. Due to 
the extraordinary circumstances here, if immediate review is denied, there will be 
no litigation to appeal, as the museum will abandon its efforts to locate in Chicago.” 
  
Background: 

 The district court denied the City and Chicago Park District's request to dismiss the 
Friends of the Parks' amended lawsuit on Feb. 4, 2016. 

 We disagree with this decision, as we believe the plaintiff's claims are legally 
baseless and defective on multiple grounds. 

 In fact, we do not believe this case should be under the jurisdiction of the federal 
court. 

 In an ordinary situation, we'd appeal the district court's decision through the 
traditional appeal process, which takes time. 

 But the Museum is being actively pursued by other cities, and it is understandably 
unwilling to put this project on indefinite hold pending the final conclusion of this 
litigation. 

 Mandamus is an extraordinary remedy, but this is an extraordinary case.  
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 Extraordinary relief is necessary to confine the district court to its lawful 
jurisdiction, because this litigation has no basis in law. 

 The petition for writ of mandamus has been filed in the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 

 The petition is appropriate and warranted in this case, which requests that the 
appellate court limit the district court to its lawful jurisdiction and dismiss the case. 
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